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If of the F ir Covenant had been Fat eſs, 
then ſhould 0 Place have been fought 
+ the ſeemd. ES 


*. * KOs O one who 1 the 99 can be 
- K N ignorant that there is frequent mention 


2 N & made of two Covenants, or Teſtaments, 
zamely, the Old and the New. The 


1 E M Virſt Covenant was made in the Wil- 


derneſs, at the Time of God's bringing up the 1/raelites 
out of Egypt, and is the Law or Covenant of Works. 
The Second Covenant is that made in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and is the Goſpel, or Covenant of Grace, or, as it is 


At other Times called, the Covenant of Promiſe. 


The Apoſtles and Servants of God in all latter A- 
ges have called this Covenant of Grace the New Co- 
venant, or the Second Covenant, tho? it was indeed 


the Firſt, and revealed to Abraham, and confirmed 


to him and his Seed four hundred and thirty 'Years 


before the Law came into the World; and the Co- 


venant of the Law, or what is properly the Cove- 
nant of Works, came in between the Time of God's 
| N 7 Abraham and the Fo of the the : 


„„ 


U 
The Reaſon then, why the Covenant of Work g 
Js called the Firſt, is, becauſe it was the firſt that 
was manifeſted and written, and under which all 
ſeem to be born, and by which they hope to be 
helped and ſaved; but this Hope dies away as ſoon 
as the preaching of the pure Goſpel comes, and 
| ſo ſoon as the Holy Ghoſt opens the Law, an 
ſhews how indeed i is juſt and good, but becauſe _ 
of the ſinfulneſs of our Nature, cannot juſtify but 

condemns all under it, and is therefore called weak 
and unprofitable, ſince it ſhews Sin, but cannot 
pardon it, it makes the Debt clear, and is as a 
juſt Bond and Bill, bringing in the Soul guilty, | 
but does not help to pay the Debt, or juſtity the _ 


Ungodly. The End of it was to make Sin known, 


to put Bounds to the Torrent of Tranſgreffions, 
and check the rebellious Sinner with its Thun- 
ders, and, like a School- maſter, keep under the 
Soul till it comes to Age, i. e. arrives to Faith 
in Chriſt, and ſo long ſerves to teach us two 
Things, fiſt, That all the World is guilty before 
God, and muſt not think bis Ways are unequal, 
or that Injuſtice is in him, in paſſing Judgment 
and Condemnation upon all in Adam, or uſe fucha 
Proverb any more, which once the reaſoning and 

diſſatisfied 1jraelites uſed, namely, „The Fathers have 
eaten ſour Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on 
edge; meaning, that Adam had finned, and they 
were puniſhed for his Faults. In the Law, there- 
fore, God Almighty condeſcends to ſhew how little 
Right they have to murmur on this Head, and 


_— his juſt Dealings clear as the Light, i in enter- 


ing thus, as it were, into a Covenant with all his 
1 Creatures. He gives a holy Law, and orders every 
one to be ſtrictly obedient to all its Precepts, with 
the Fromiſe of Life and — Bleſſings if they 


obey 


4 of 


ohey him, and curſes «every one Aya continueth not 


in all Things of the Book of the Law.” Theſe 


were the Conditions of this Covenant or Teſtament, 
If thou keep all my Statutes and Judgments to do 
them, I will bleſs thee ; but if thou deſpiſe my Law 
that I have commanded, thou ſhalt be accurſed, or 
die without Mercy.“ 
Here every Child can ſee the Ways of the Lord : 
are equal, and not without Cauſe all are condemned, 
and every one's Mouth muſt be ſtopped, and com- 
plain and repine no more at the Curſe paſſed upon 
all, for all have ſinned, and ſo brought the Male- 
2 00 and Curſe of the Law upon their eus 
juſtl 
: "The ſecond Thing we learn in the Law is, chat 
we cannot be juſtified by it; but the more we look 
into it; and the more we read it, the more we are 
gonvinced we are cut off from Mercy thereby, 
and ſo the ſincere Soul dies to the Law; and though 


before it was like a Huiband, to them, they now - 


look on it as a dead Huſband, and what can help 
them no farther: And this happens ere the Soul | 
is free to be married to Chriſt, or even ſeeks out to 
him for Mercy and Juſtification. Thus by the Law 
we are dead to the Law, and this School-maſter- has 
taught us, we cannot by the Deeds of the Law, 


or by our Obedience or Works be juſtified, ſeeing 


we have broken that Covenant, and rendered our 
Duty and. Obedience imperfect, and fallen under 
the Carle; <for he that keeps the whole Law, and 
ffends but i in one Point, is guilty of the whole“. 
Thus is the Law a School-maſter until Chriſt, 
and when we ſeek Righteouſnels there the Law 
anſwers us, It is not in me. 
It is above all Things moſt ſafe to underſtand the 
: Doctrine « of the Law, leſt we be tempted i in hearing 
_ by 


the Goſpel to ſay that God gave it in vain, or being 
ignorant of its deep Extent and Meaning, ' endeavour 
to patch up a Righteouſneſs of our own from an Ob- 
ſervance of the Law, and fo live and die without 
ſeeking a better Righteouſneſs, and without knowing 
4 the Covenant of Fromiſe, and eternal Life and better 
hleſſings of the New Teſtament in the Blood of Jeſus 
+ _ Chriſt.” There was never more need of a Caution 
gaẽhgainſt this Danger than now, for out of a falſe. 
. "Zeal and pretended Reſpect to the Law of God 
ſome have magnified it above our Saviour, and 
made it ſtill the Rule and Tenor of all their Preach- 
ing, whereby their Hearers have been led blind- 
fold, and unable to diſcern between Works and 
Faith, the Law and Grace, Moſes and Chriſt, and 
© blended- both ſhamefully together, and made both 
one and the ſame Covenant of God, and by reſting 
upon their Duties and Performances under the Law, 
without being aware of their being under the. Curſe, 
hazarding their Souls well-being for ever, and have 
C. come into the Danger of being found Children of 
the Bond- woman, who, like Servants, muſt not abide 
in God's Houle alway, but be caſt out, while ſuch as 
es were made free from the Law by the Body of Chriſt 
and were received into the Adoption of Sons,” ſhall 
de Heirs for ever in the Kingdom, and ſhall go 
The Covenant of Grace, or the New Teſtament, 
is of quite another Nature than the Law : for in 
this God the whole Godhead enters into a Covenant 
with the Son our Saviour, who out of mere Pity and 
Love to Sinners in their helpleſs and condemned 
Condition, undertook for them, and became their 
+ Surety and Saviour. He knew well they were fallen, 
| and loſt, and gone Captive after the Enemy, who 
led them at his Will, He foreſaw what it 


R nnn W 
* 1 R 8 4 — f 
* 
* 1 


i 


2% 


coſt him to redeem them out of this Eſtate, what 
Pain and Torment he muſt undergo if he would 
ſuſtain and bear their juſt Chaſtiſement and Wrath, 
and how taſte Death for every Man, if he would; 
recover them and ſave their Souls alive. He knew 
beſide what Trouble he ſhould have to new- build 
the World, which was accurſed on their Account, 
and with what Toil he ſhould renew and create 
afreſh all Mankind, and waſh them from their Sins 
and Evils, and bear all their Sickneſs, Death, Judg+ 
ments, with every Weight, Preſſure, : Grief, and 
Burden away; but all could not abate or change 
his fixed and everlaſting Love to the World, he 
willingly conſented to be their Saviour, by paying 
their Debt, ſuffering their Curſe, and making him- 
ſelf a free-will Offering in their ſtead; for this he 
Was to have the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the 
utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Peſſeſſion:“ Beſides 
the Father would perſerve him of the Tribes of Ja, 
cob a hundred and forty and four thouſand, Who 
ſhould be as it were his Firſt-fruits, and who ſhould 
ſurely be his. At the ſame time „all Things were 
made over to him in the Height above, and in the 
Deep beneath; for his Hire and Wages he ſhould be 


the Lord of all, whether living or dead, as well as 


have the ſole Supremacy in Heaven, Earth, Hell, and 
over all Fleſh and every Spirit in Worlds viſible and 
inviſible, and have the Authority and Right to ſave 
as many as he would, and give eternal Life to 
whom he pleaſed, This ſatisfied our bleſſed Surety, 
and the Covenant was made of God in Chriſt before 
the 1 of the World, when as yet no Moun- 
tain or high Hill was formed, and the preſent Mul- 


titude of Men and other Creatures were not created, 

but only He who calls the Things that are not as 

though they were, knew how he would make Man, 
„ 1 | 6 and 


2 5 — 
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and 83 the Fall = means of the Sidler of 8 | 
Enemy, and refolved-to ſave them; thus from the Be- 


1 ginning of the World he was the Lamb llain and our 


Saviour. This Covenant was witneſſed and ſworn 
to above, and was ſealed by the Lord's own Blood i in due 


Time, and put in force ren perfected | when he ſaid in 


his laſt Moments, It is finiſhed.” F rom that Hour it 


takes Date, and all other Diſpenſations, Covenants, 
Bonds, Laws, and Engagements vaniſh away, and 
| this of right ſhould only be preached and publiſhed in 


the Name of Jeſus over the Earth, till he comes. - 


Ihave in few Words ſpoke of this glorious Agree- 
ment above, which was made in the Council of the 
Holy Trinity, and which, when known among the 


Angels and. Sons of God, made all ſing together and 


flrout for Joy. Let us now ſee how we ſtand in re- 
ſpect of this 2 and by what Means we are ins Gs 


titled to this Act of Grace and Mercy. 3 


We are ſaved freely, and therefore we. "*s nok 


pale our Pardon and Aſſurance of eternal Life 
through» our Works or Merits, bur. by Faith in 


Chriſt. - God becomes our Father, and we aka 8 
£ his Children, his Sons and Daughters... We have 
nothing to pay, and be frankly forgives us all. He is 


merciful to our Unrighteouſneſs, and our Sins and our 


Iniquities he will remember no more. He juſtifies us 


' from all our Sins, though we be Ane r and have 
no perſonal. Right to his Juſtification, but be i is mers $ 


ciful and juſt in doing ſos merciful, in that he wil⸗ 
lingly pardons and loves us; juſt, in that Chriſt has 
died and ſuffered in our Stead. He has borne our Curſe, 


he has endured our Shame, ſuſtained our Hell and Pus. 5 


niſhment, and imputes our Faith in him for Righte- 
ouſneſs, or makes over and reckons his Obedience, 


e Due; . and ne (6 us; 4 


5 


3 ' 
as he ſtood like a Sinner, and was numbered with 
Trangreſſors before God, and was bruiſed for the Sin 
he never committed, ſo we ſtand perfect and com- 
pleat in him, being cloathed in his Righteouſneſs, 
which is imputed to us, though we did not deſerve 
it, but were unworthy of any thing better than Hell, - 


and to be loſt for Ver. 


This Doctrine is every where taught in the Goſ⸗ 


pel, and whoever believes it in the Bottom of his 


Heart, ſhall know, he believes to Righteouſneſs,” and 
ſhall feel and prove in his believing Heart that he is 
intereſted in the Covenant of Grace, and has a Right 
| to all the Bleſſings and Privileges of the Sons of God - 
contained therein. The Holy Spirit is ſent down 


from Heaven to be the Witneſs of this, who ſo 


””: powerfully acts in the Name of Jeſus, and with ſuch 
real and folid Happineſs and Energy, that it is equal- 


ly the ſame bleſſed Thing to a Believer, as if Chriſt 


Perſonally gave him his Blood, and ſaid, Drink, 
for this is the Cup of the New Teſtament in my Blood 


which was ſhed for you, for the Remiffion of your 


. 8 


Sins.“ 

Therefore FOR all Things F aith is requilite in 
"a6; and without which . we carr neither pleaſe God, 
overcome the World, -or be juſtified from Sin and 
the Law. It is through Faith in Jeſus we get that 
- Righteouſneſs and perfect Holineſs in Chriſt, whith 


we never elſe could have attained to by worki 
1 and by this Faith we are brought into the Poſſeſſion 


of our Inheritance in Chriſt, as a Child of Age comes 
to his Eſtate, and enters into all his F. ather bequeath- 
800 to him at his Death. And as an Heir does nat 
poſſeſs any thing till his Father's deceaſe, and not 
till then is his Father's Teſtament or Will of Force, 


though ſigned, witneſſed, and ſealed; ſo neither 


could the glorious 'T * of the Kingdom be in- 
22. | B herited 


| 
' 
' 
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11 
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herited by us till che Death ot Chriſt, n Faith 


in whom we arrive to Age, and may ſeize and en- 


oy as cur eternal Inheritance, his Salvation, I.ove, 
ardon, Righteouineſs, Grace, Any and m—_ 


5 Happineſs here and for ever. 


Hence it is ſo otten repeated 100 tughs in the 
Scriptures, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith, We are ju- 
ſtified by Faith, By Faith ye are ſaved,” and all this 
is done to overtuin that Principle the Pride of our 
Hearts has taught us. and which we have got fo 


geeply rooted in our Minds through hearing legal 


Preaching, or Doctrines of Mortality and felt-righ- 


teouſneie, that we mult be ſaved. by o our own _ 


Works. 


Experience teaches us how bard it is to being off 8 
People trom the looking to the Old Covenant, and 
bow nothing leſs than the Holy Ghoſt can to gloriſy 
Jeſus and convince of his Righteovineis, as to bring 
a Soul to reſt there, and make it determine “to men- 
tion his Righteouſneſs and his only, and know Po 
but him and him crucified.” “ 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel cannot be too care- 


ful to humble the Pride of Men, and bring down 


their Haughtineſs, and ſet at nought all our Good- 


neſs and Righteouſneſs, which at beſt is but like fil- 
thy Rags; nor can they be too bold and poſitive in 


aſſerting, that we are ſaved freely, and not of Works 
but by, Grace, through Faith, and not by the Law;” 


for the I ime is come when the Law muſt have 
its Glory done away, and vaniſh and wax old, and 
Cbriſt the Lord alone muſt be exalted, and the Got- 
dts reached to every Creature. 


It is a Miſtake that ſome religious; 1 "WH . ; 
in infiſtipg ſo much about preaching and keeping the 


| — becauſe of which I wall ou 7 of this 


ur. 8 | x 
„„ 3 The 


aw 1 

The Law is the 1 of Works which L bare 
ere before, and was made for the Children of Ifrael 
when they came out of Ezyypt, and had learned to 
reaſon heatheniſhly about God's dealing inequitably 
in remembering the Sin of the Fathers upon the 
Children; and therefore to ſtop their Mouths, to 
convince them of Sin as well as for other divine 
Reaſons, he entered into a Covenant with his Peo- 


pPle, of which his faithful Moſes was the Mediator, and 


which was fealed with the Blood of Bulls and Goats, 
and ordained to continue till the Seed, Chriſt, ſhould 
come. This Law and Covenant was then mag=- _ 
nified and made honourable, and a regular Prieſt- 

hood appointed to read, teach, and publiſh this Law 


| throughout all the Tribes. The Tables of this 


Law were laid up in an Ark by order of the Lord, 
and to this all the Fews went up and viſited, and 
heard it read ſom? hundred Years. It was delivered 
alſo upon Mount Sinai in Arabia, with Thunder 
and Lightnings, and with the Sound of a Trum- 


pet and Miniſtration of Angels, and with ſo muen 


Awfulneſs and Terror, that all that heard it "fled 
at the Voice of Him that ſpake, and Maſes himſelf. 


confeſſed, I do exceedingly fear and quake.“ All this 


ſerved to make the Authority of it of more Weight 
and Importance. But though the Law was divine, 
and a Tranſcript of the Mind of God, and was 
preached with Bleſſings. and the Neglecters and 
Deſpiſers of it puniſted with Plagues and heavy 
Judgments, yet God had not deſigned it to be f 
long Duration; but as it was added to the Cove- © 
nant of Mercy and Grace revealed to Abraham, 

| becauſe of Tranſgreflion, ſo its Author graciouſly 


- deſizned, when the Lamb ſhould take away che Sin 


of. the World and finiſh Trangreſſion, to remove 
Ul as if 1 it had Not entered, and fo let the Coreniine 
7 B 3 of 


* 


uf Grace again ſhine _ appear to * Men; in the 

_ Goſpel of Chriſt, 

22 lived under the "Sg 8 was atone to 
it Ike other Men of God; but he foreſaw, when the 
Deliverer ſhould come, a wondesful Alteration would 
enſue; therefore he ſays, The Days come, ſaith the _ 
Lord, that they ſhall ſay no more the Ark of the Cove- - 
nant of the Lord, neither ſhall it come to Mind, nei- 


cher ſhall they remember it, neither ſhall they viſit it, 


neither ſhall that be n,? or magnified any more, 
Jour: ili. 16. 


In his Time to have ſp oken ſuch Words rs have 


"endangered his Life; — doubtleſs, all who heard him 


thought, as the latter Jeus did when they heard Pan 
and Stephen ſay we could not be ſaved by our Works, 
. ** this Man ſpeaketh blaſphemous Words againft the 
5 Law,” and this muſt have been one Reaſon why. he 
and all the Prophets were ſo ſlighted and perſecuted in 
their Day, becauſe they ſpoke of changing the Cave- 
nant, the Law, the Priefthood, &c. and ſaving the 
World by a better Sacrifice, and by a better Covenant; 
for the zealous Fews at no Time could hear of this, 
_ eſpecially as they new God had ſpoken all the Words 


pf the Law, and commanded it to all their Generations 


for ever. But even in this dark Diſpenſation, when 
the People were ſhut up under the Law to the Faith 
which was afterward revealed, there were many who 
| faw they could not be ſaved by that Covenant, and who 
could find how far ſhort they fell of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Law; and theſe, without Doubt, rejoiced to 
bear of a Covenant that could give Life and juſtify 
from Sin, and fuch ſought and enquired dili ently 

about the Salvation, and having ſeen it afar off, be- 
 lieved, and died in Faith, ſo eſcaping the Curſe of the 
Law, and getting clear of thoſe heavy Bonds and 


1} Tekes which they ns nee able to bear. 5 


In 


FE a 4 
- like manner David mentions the Invalidity and 

Fe of the Sacrifices, that could not atone 
for the Breaches of the Firſt Covenant, and prays the 

Lord to waſh him, knowing that elſe he could not be 

| purged by the Blood of Bulls. 

Again, he ſaw the everlaſting Covenant, and knew 
God had made it with him, wherefore he died in 
Peace; for elſe, he acknowledged i that no Man by the 

Law could be juſtified in God's Sight. 
Alſo Feremiab comforts ſuch as mourned and figh- 


ed under the Law, by ſaying, ** Behold the Days come, 


ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new Covenant with _ 
the Houſe-of 1/rael and with the Houſe of Judah, not 
like the Covenant that I made with their Fathers, in 
the Day that I took them by the Hand to lead them out 
of the Land of Egypt, Jer. xxxi. 31. Some other 
Prophets alſo had hinted at giving the Lord for a 
Covenant to the People; and Ezekiel ſpoke more than 
once of the Covenant of Grace, and aving his Feen 
freely. See Ezek. xvi. to the And. 
Thus it went till Jeſus Chrt died, and rent the 
Vail in twain, unſealing the M yſtery, and bringing 


Light and eternal Life to light by the Goſpel : And 


now without the Law Sin is learned in his Death, 


and the glad News of Salvation by him alone is 


clared to every Creature. Such as now contend tor 


the preaching of the Covenant of Works or the Doc- 


trine of the Law, are ignorant of the Goſpel, and; 
like Apollos, they need one to teach them the Wa 
of God more perfectly. The Death of Chriſt and his 

. Sufferings preach deeper and with better Effect than 

all Laws and commandments, and he who is not 

. reclaimed by the Goſpel will never be 'won by the 
Law. If the Knowledge of Sin came by the Law, 
much more can we know how evil Sin is ſince it 

| colt Jeſus his Ale, and could not be purged away 


| but 


but by the dying of the Son of God; but far, yea far 
more is found in the New Covenant than in the Old, 
for that promifed Life, but this eternal Life; that 
failed becauſe of the Weakneſs of them that were 
under it, and fo could Juſtify none, but the Blood of 
Jeſus's Covenant brings Grace and Truth, Pardon of 
Sins, full Acquittance of all paſt Debts, Power to 
live godly and righteouſly in the World, 2 ſeals us 
to be his for evermore 


At our entering into the Bleſſings of this Ms, LOT 
we are inſtantly freed from the Law and its T hreat- | 


nings; no Condemnation can reach us, becauſe wwe 
are not under the Law but under Grace.” Yea had 
we before our Faith in Chrift made a League with 
Death and a Covenant with Hell, it ſhould not ſtand, 
Satan muſt give up, Death muſt deliver back, and the 
Fetters of Sin, which are like Braſs and how: muſt be 
diſſolved and become like Tow that had thouched 


the Fire and we ſhould be free indeed. 


But here it would not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
though the Children, of God, and ſuch as are in the 
New Covenant, are not under the Law, nor in Dan- 
ger of periſhing, yet have they no Licence to ſin; 
nor can a faithful Soul be ever perſuaded of that de- 
luſive Doctrine, that there is no ſin to a Believer; 
they can ſin, but no human Tongue can deſcribe 
what Pain and inward Remorſe ſuch muſt feel who 
again grieve the Lamb willingly, and venture to de- 
file their Raiment. If thy Children fin 1 will viſit 
their Offences with a Rod and their Sin with Scourges, 
| faith the Lord.” But ſhould a Soul, conſcious of his 
continual Weakneſs, Poverty, and F aults, feel a 

IJ hought amiſs, or fee he has done wrong, or ſpo- 
ken or behaved ill, he cannot reſt till our Saviour bas 
taken it away; nor may we be afraid to ſuſpect their 
5 Effate who, with all their cken * orthodox Opi- 
nions 


Fas 11 


nions of Grace, live in Sin, or are Drunkards, Un- 


clean, Unchaſte, Irreligious, Covetous, Worldly- 
minded, Proud, Boaſters, Lovers of Pleaſure, Paf- 
fionate, and Intemperate, for they are not born of 

Gods, and are ſtill of the World. At the ſame Time, 


the Abuſe where with ſome have abuſed the Goſpel 
of Free Grace muſt not ſtumble us, or make us le- 


gal in our Doctrine, Manners, or Ideas, nor muſt 
we darken the Covenant by making any Condition 


of our being accepted but what God has made. We 
are accepted for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and ſaved as free- 
ly as a Brand is taken out of the Fire by one who 
thought it a Pity it ſhould be burned; and ſhould we 


aſcribe the leaſt Part of our Peace, Pardon, or Righ» _ 
teouſneſs to any other Thing than his Blood and 
Merits, we rob the Lord, and turn ſpiritual Thieves. 


But then ſome think we deſtroy and make void 
the Law. No: t is not made void, it ftanus good, 


and condemns wieked Men, and al! ſuch Hypocrites ; 
who urge the Neceſſity of obſerving it, and yet break 


it, and who, out of a fond Opinion of their own Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſlight the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Chrift. 


The Law was made for the Diſobedient, and over 


ſuch it continues to ſtand as a ſwift Witneſs, but it 


never was made to make Men fighteous; for the 


* 


Law made nothin 
by the Law, Chriſt is dead in vain.” +-. 


— 


FT be ſtrict Se of the thariſees, in our Saviour's 


Time, were of this Mind; they ſuppoſed, the End 
of the Law was to make Men righteous, and there- 
fore with great Art and Study found Ways ſo to ex- 
pound the Words of the Commandments, that ma- 
ny could live, according to their Expoſition; blame- 
leſs under the Law; for they taught, If they had 
no Images, bowed down to none of the Idols of 


the Nations, but worſhipped only the God of Abra- 
22-13 Ef | | 7 . han 
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g perfect, and if Righteouſneſs came 5 
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| Law; 1 were clear i in the firſt 8 ſo if 
they did not name the Shemhamphoraſh, or the 
unutterable Name of God, whereby he was made 
known to Moſes, they were clear i in taking his Name | 


in vain. 


Alſo, if they did not go Lakes ola fork. a Diane 
on the Sabbath - day, nor touched ſervile Work, they 
were innocent in this Reſpect. 

If they acknowledged all Gifts from their Parents, 
and were thanktul, they were fre. 

If they did not kill any one, nor were acceſſary ng 
the Death of any, they were ſafe, _ 
If they had not gone in to another's Wife ond 
defiled the Marriage-bed, they were not in Danger, 
and after this Manner they taught, and made and 
increaſed their Set amazingly, ſo that the Chief 
Prieſts, and almoſt all the religious and ſerious Men 
in the Church, were of the Phariſees. Theſe were 
ſtrict Obſervers of the Letter of the Law, were 
circumciſed the eighth Day, attended the Feſtiyals 
and . Faſt-days duly, gave much Alms, made long 
Prayers in the Streets, Synagogues, and Markets, 
compaſſed Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, and 


this was their Righteouſneſs. In the Chriſtian World 


there are ſtill many of the Sea, and who, though 
they have not arrived to the pitch af theſe rick 
Jeuu, nor attained to the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, prate about their Goodneſs, and thank 
God they are not ſo bad as other Men ; they have 


done many Works, are often buſied in mending their 


Patch- work Righteouſneſs, and daubing over the Wall 
which is momently falling, with untempered Mortar; 
their Prayers, Self. denial, and Obedience is all their 


1 Righteouſneſs, take that away, and, like Laban, they 


might complain, $5* You have kan may Gods 
and WI have I got 1 more . pd 
5 When 
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When our FLATS, came into the World, indians 
of praiſing the rigid Company of Phariſees, or extol- 


ling the Merit of their holy Order, he ſpeaks hea- 
vily againſt them, Woe be to you, ye Scribes, Phari- 


fees, Hypocrites ! how can ye eſcape the Damnation of 
Hell?” And why was our Saviour ſo hard ? Why did 


he continually thunder againſt them, and in all his 


Parables ſo expoſe them, and aſſure his Diſciples “ that 
unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceeded the Righteouſ- 


neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees they could in no Caſe 


enter the Kingdom of Heaven?“ It Was therefore, 


becauſe they had perverted the Meaning and Intent 


of the Law, they had taught inſtead the Command- 


- 


ments and Traditions of Men, and ſo made, as it 


were, the Law of God of no Effect; for that Law 


which ſhould have convinced of Sin, and laid all 
under the Curſe, and ſo obliged them to ſee and feel 


the want of a Saviour, that they had made to ſerve 


other Ends, and perſuaded the People Life could be - 
obtained thereby, and ſo contented and ſatisfied the 
W orſhippers under that Covenant, with their Obe- 


dience and Obſervances of the Law. This our Sa- 
viour calls whitening the Wall, painting the Tomb, 


waſhing, the Outſide of the Diſh and Platter, ; <p 
cauſe all the Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Goodneſs, ' 


Holineſs, and whatever elſe under ſuch Names have 


been the Work of Men, is no other, ſince it is all 


Form, it is all outward; it is put on, and does not 


change the evil Nature or alter the Mind, or con- 


vert the Heart. It may pleaſe Men, and be eſteem- 


ed and admired by the World, but muſt be an A- 
. bomination in the Sight of God, who tries the Hearts 


and Reins, and knows the ſame old, rotten, and 


filthy Heart, the ſame bad and impure Nature, {till 
lives under all, and the whole of ſuch a Righteouſ- 


neſs is in his Eyes a Cloak, A Covering, but not the 
I 23: Go "Wong 
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| Wedding Garment, it is not the White Robe, the 
| Righteouſneſs of the Saints: their Robe is the Sal- 
vation of God, and their Garment the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and without, which the beſt Attainments, 
the moſt admired Goodneſs and Holineſs is no ber- 
ter than the Righteouſneſs of Scribes, Phariſees, and 
 Hypocrites, and will be found of the ſame Piece in 
' the Day when God enters into Judgment with all 
Fleſh, and ſhall try every Man's Work of what Sort 


it is. 


That our Saviour might make his Law fine in 
its ancient Clearneſs, and ſerve whereto it was or- 
dained, he invalidates all the falſe Gloſſes and Ex- 
poundings of the. Phariſees, and ſhews how he is 
guilty who ſeeks and receives Honour of Men; that 

whoſo ſerves Sin and calls God Father taketh his 
Name in vain, and belongs to his Father the Devil; 
that he that looks on another with Luſt has oom 
mitted Adultery already in his Heart; that he that 
hateth his Brother is a Murderer; and thus brings 
the moſt Innocent under the Curſe, and levels to the 
Ground all Self. admiring and our own Righteouf- 
neſs, and, as St. Paul affirms, concludes al under 
Sin, and in Unbelief, and for their Lives forbids 
Men to build up what Chriſt has deſtroyed.” If any 
do it they riſque Body and Soul for ever; if theit 
Pride will not ſtoop to Jeſus, but value their 1 houghts 
more than his, and will ſtill dare to think, fam 
not Tike this Publican, I am better than he, I will not 
be ſaved freely, I believe I have ſome Righteouſneſs,” 
ſuch will be behold afar off and ſend empty away; but 
where the Soul is upright, honeſt, and fincere, they 


will not be ſo cheated; let Men judge of them ber= _ 


ter if they will, but they — know what 
Motions of Sin are in their Members, and that thou; 
the Wall de weg it is daubed and built with un- 


. 


0 . 
kempered Mortar, though the Tomb be garniſhe a 
it is inwardly a ſtinking and polluted Place, and 
though the Outſide of the Diſh be clean, within 
are Stirrings of Pride, Liſt, Revenge, Envy, Cove» 
touſneſs, and the Love of the Creature mate than the 
Love of the Creator. Souls ſenſible of this have no 
Hope from the Law, their Mouths are ſtopped, and 
they plead no more for their Righteouſneſs, but are in 
queſt and ſearch after a better Foundation, an ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, and chis the Lord 40s his Blood 
ſhall be to them. | 
There are others, who. ſtil think the Law. wal 
Covenant of Works ſhould yet be obſerved, be- 
cauſe our Saviour has ſaid, One Jot or Tittle of 
the Law ſhould not fail till all was fulfilled ;”* but ſuch 
muſt have a mean Opinion of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Obedience, who do not believe he has fulfilled and 
paid all, in his Obedience under the Law, anſwer- 
ed all its Demands, and ſuffered all its Curſes and 
Condemnation, and this is is our Righteouſneſs. I 
wiſh only ſome who love to plead for the Law, and ta 
make it honourable, as they ſay, do not come into 
that Caſe St. Paul mentions in his Epiſtles, who are 
Teachers of the Law, and do not know what thay | 
ſay nor whereof they affirm. 
- The eternal Mind of God was to fave loſt. Man 
freely, and this was promiſed to Adam, and eſta- 
bliſhed to Abraham, long before the Law came by 
Moſes, and as St. Paul reaſons with the Galatians, 
It is impoſſible for the Law that came aftetwards to 
make the Covenant of Promiſeof no Effect. No Man 
may diſannul or make void a Man's Covenant, 
much leſs could any thing make null or void a 
Covenant confirmed with the Oath of God, aud 
deereed As eternal az x ; and let 8 


'20 


te offended or pleaſed, fo it is, and ſhall be, thee 

| whoſo hears Moſes, reads, and likes to have Doc- 
trines of Dutics, Works, and Terms of Acccept-: 
- ance preached to him, the Vail is yet upon his Heart 

untaken away, and he does not ſee the Glories of 
the New-Teftament. What! O what would ſuch. 
do ſhould God enter into Judgment with them and 
try them by the Law? They have not kept that 
Covenant, what Hope then have they! they would 
be without Hope, they would be condemned. O 


Jet ſuch betimes apply to the Mediator of the better 


Teſtament, and which is founded upon better Promiſes, 
and experience what it is to be ſaved by his Death 
from the Law, Sin, and everlaſting Miſery, and they | 

Pelle be happy, and not till then. 

Though T have in the Beginning of this Difcourſe 
ken of the Difference between the two Cove- 
nants, yet J ſhall add a few Words more before I 
conclude. The Prophecy of Jeremiah, which is 
4 quoted inthe eighth of the Hebrews, about the chang- 

ing of the Covenant, fays, *the New Covenant Thall 
not be according to the Firſt.” | 

Now the Firſt was perfected upon Mount Sin, 
5 5 Second upon Mount Calvary. The Firſt was 
all of Works, the Second all of Grace. The Firſt 
was all, Thou ſhalt do, Thou ſhalt not do; but the 
Send was all of what God would do for us, Iwill 
be your God, and you ſhall be my People: I will be to 


you a Father, and ye ſhall be to me Sons and Daugh- 
ters: I will be mereiful to 


Iniquities no more.“ 


The Firſt was written on Tables 


of Stone; the Second on the Heart and Mind, that 
is, in the very Nature, and is no other than making 
our Heart and Mind a Copy of the Law of God. 
The Firſt was taught by the Prieſts to the People, 
by a Baba 10 his * by a Man to his Bro- 


ther N 


to your Sins, and remember your 5 


— 


ther nd to his Nei ed; the Se 5 is ima by 
the Lord alone, Neither ſhall they teach every Man 
his Brother, and ne” Man his Neighbour, 12125 


know the Lord, for all ſhall know me, from the leaſt 

them to the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord. Allthy 
Children ſhall be taught of the Lord.” The Firſt Co- 
venant was for a Time; the Second for Eternity. 
The Promiſes in the Firſt were temporal, the Pro- 
miſes in the Latter ſpiritual. . The Old Covenant 


was good on God's Part, but on our Part uncertain | 


and broken; the New Covenant Was good on all 
Sides, and as the Conditions of it are perfectly ful- 
filled in our Saviour, ſo is it ſure with all its Bleſ- 
ſings, to all the Seed for evermore, and i is. a Covenant 
that ſhall not be broken, an everlaſting Covenant. 
That was ſealed with the Blood of Beaſts „ and i in the 
Hands of the Man Me ſes, but. this | ak "[caled with 
God's own Blood, and in the. Hands of the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus. With the Firſt God fin 5 Fault, in 
that none could thereby be ſayed; but with the 
Second he is well pee ' becauſe chere) a 3 
pany innumerable enter into the Holieſt m all, and 
are ſaved for e 

All who were under the Firſt Teſtament, We” 
ſtrict and faithful, could obtain no Grace farther 
than to be Setvants, and were in Danger of be- 
ing put away like the Bondmaid Hagar and her 
Son, but all in the New Teſtament are Sons, and 
like Iſaac, to abide in the Houſe of God al way. 

Thus then it is not like the Firſt Covenant, to 
our great Advantange and Joy; for, inſtead of 
Thunders, Threatnings, and Judgments, it is full 
of Bleſſings, ſweet and precious Promiſes, glad 
Tidings, and great Comforts; inſtead of curſing to 
Hell, it brings to Heaven; and inſtead of a Bill. 
ſo much oweth thou unto tlie Lora, it brings the 
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| Foll Kat, t, Gd bay W thee all Taba! | 
inſtead of tevengeful, Lord, we havea loving Huſ- 
00 in om of commanding us What to do, it 
es What gteat Things our dear Saviour has 
Jene for us; and from the moſt unhappy and 
miſerable, it makes us the happieſt Creatures in 
the World, and aſcertains to us the Bleſſedneſs of 
the World to come. 
Happy are they who in reading the Scriptures 
Bifcern the Priv. leges of this New Covenant, and 
Who ina good Conſcience and with a pure and un- 
Rigged Faith poſſeſs them in their Hearts. Theſe 
1271 indeed the Thunders of Mount Sinai, | and - 
Yau” the Threatnings of a fiery Law, but they are 
: vid in the Wounds of the Lamb, and need fear no 
il! They. underftand what the Law faith to all 
inhbets,” ag 3 5 how guilty and deſetving of all 
the OF tp ondemnation they, have been; but 
the Blood 6 ſus. has ſaved and waſhed them; 
atid as Men run. the File through the Bills which are 
Paid; ſo theſe behold the Lord God and the Lamb 
Malling alt the Ordinances which their Sins had 
made to be againſt them, with his own Body to 
rhe Tree: The Iron Nail, like a File, goes through - 
att, and tears and rends the Old Covenant to Pieces, 
f6;that one can read nothing more than the Lord thy 
God in the whole. His Blood blots out every 
'Eurfe, and ſilences every Accuſer, ſo that without 
Fear they can enter into the Judgment, and ſtand 
bold as a Lion: The Mighty Counſellor has direct- 
ed them how to eſcape; the Advocate with the Fa- 
ther has pleaded and gained their Cauſe, the Judge 
of All has acquitted them, and ©juſtified them — 
All Things,” from which T could not be * 
'Vy't the Law of Moſes. 8 5 
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"Ma the Lord, who dwelleth in Light inaccef.. 
ſible, enlighten all of you in this Impor ant Maker, 
and help the poor Sinner to enter into this New,Coye- 
nant through Faith in his Blood, and teach the Soul 
who has tired himſelf. under the L aw, to ſtoop: ahd | 
learn of him his Righteouſneſs, and to find. freely;in 
him Grace and everlaſting Redemption, that” they 


may praiſe him for his Love, . and great | 
Salvation f for ever. Amen! | 


Ht 
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F N to the Lond 1 come, | 
| Worthy that thou ſhould'ſt me ne 
But O! one Thing I plead: 
The ev'ry Mite to thee I ow'd, 


Chriſt Jeſus with his own Heart! $ Blood, 
In Pity for me paid. 


2 I know if thou ſhould'f bring t me near, 
To anſwer at thy awful Bar, 
And my own Selfdefend; _ 
If Jeſus did his Grace withdraw 
I know, O Lord, thy fiery Law 
My Soul to. ell would ſends. 


3 But ſhould'ſt thou me to Jeiewent call, 
Tho“ MAoſes fac d me there, and all _ 
My many Sins appear d. 
I would not fear, but boldly ſtand, © 
If Jeſus open'd his pierc'd Hand, 
I know I ſhould be ſpar d. 
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4 My full Receipt ſhould there be ſnew' e 
Written with Iron Pens in Blood. 

On Jefu's Hands and Side,, h 

Im ſafe, I'd cry, O Law and Sin, 

Fe cannot bring me guilty ing 


a” 


4 re TY ON EI TS 
For Chriſt was crucify'd.. "Ip a: 
2nd 


5˙ My Bonds and Bills he on the Tree 
H as nail'd and ſo acquitted me 
From Pain, and Guilt, and Same; 
He ſaw I nothing had to pay, 
So freely waſh'd my Sin away, 
All Glory to his Name! - 
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